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At approximately 3 p.m. on November 22, 1963, following the 
President's announced assassination, it was ascertained that 
£f r _ J or ^ e One, President's Jet, v:as returning from Love 

Field, Dallas, Texas, flying the body back to Andrews Air Force 
Base, Camp Springs, Maryland. 3As FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, JR.J 
and JAMES W. SIBERT proceeded to Andrews Air Force Base to.' 
handle any matters which would fall within the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, inasmuch *as it was 
anticipated that a large group of both military and civilian 
personnel assigned to the Base would congregate at Base 
Operations to witness the landing of this flight. ' t 

Lt . Col . ROBERT T . BEST, Director of Law Enf oroement and 
Security, advised the President* o 'plane would arrive at 
5 ; 25 p.m. Subsequently, Col. EEST advised that the plane . 

would arrive at o : 05 p.m. 

At approximately 5=55 p.m. agents were advised through the 
Hyattsvllle Resident Agency that the Bureau had instructed 
that the agents accompany the body to the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, to stay with the body 
and to obtain bullets reportedly in the President's body. 

Immediately agents contacted* Mr . JAMES ROWLEY, the Director 
of the U. S. Secret Service, identified themselves and made 
Mr. ROWLEY aware of our aforementioned instruction. Immediately 
following the plane's landing, Mr. ROWLEY arranged seating 
for Bureau agents in the third car of the White House motorcade 
which followed the ambulance containing the President's body 
to the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland . 

On arrival at the Medical Center, the ambulance stopped in 
front of the main entrance, at which time Mrs. JACQUELINE 
KENNEDY and Attorney General ROBERT KENNEDY embarked from the 
ambulance and entered the building. The' ambulance was there- 
after driven around to the rear entrance where the President's 
body was removed and taken into an autopsy room . Bureau 
agenos assisted in the moving of the casket' to the autopsy 
room. A tight security was immediately placed around the 
autopsy room by the Naval facility and the U. S. Secret Service'. 
Bureau agents made contact with Mr. ROY KELLERMAN, the 
Assistant Secret Service Agent in Charge of the -White House 
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Director ROWLEY as to^he^re?* J aC8l ved in3tructl ons from a 
will be noted that 3£n ®® Bureau agents. It J 

KELLERMAN/Mr VILLI AM rnt™ i0n °A* Burea ' X Mr. ROY 

Service agents wSe the^n? &nd Mr ‘ WILLIA M 0* LEARY, Secret 
personnel present during thea^ops™ ° th * r than Mdloal 

®ie following individuals attended the autopsy: • , 

of m the *TJ B *S H °n L0W t ,7 'm !L* S * Navy * Commanding Officer 
01 the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesdl; 

physiciant 2 ^ u * s * Navy, the President's personal 

whoSc^fL^ Bethesda . 

5a5ai kS-So^oSJ'^s^™ 31 "® 0fflOer -' U - S - ' 

Mr. u 0-IN T. STRINGER, JR Medical photographor; 

JAKES H. R3ERS0LE: * - 

■ LLOYD E . RAIHEj 
J. T. 30ZWELL; 
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transportation of the President's body back to the White House. 
AMC CHESTER H. BOYERS, U . S. Navy, visited the autopsy room 
during the final stages. of such to type receipts given by FBI 
and Secret Service for Item 3 obtained*. - . 

At . the torn! nation of tho autcpsy, the following ‘personnel 
from Gawlg r 1 0 Funeral Home entered the autopsy room to 


prepare the 


body for burial; 



JOHN VAN HAESEN 
* EDWIN STROBLE 
THOMAS ROBINSON 
Mr. HAGEN > 

Brigidler General GODFREY McHUGH, Air Force Military Aidd 
to the President, was also present, as was Dr, GEORGE BAKEMAN, 
U . S. Navy . 

Arrangements were made . _ for the performance of the .autopsy 
•fcy - the U . S , Navy and Secret Service , v 

j * 

The President '3 body was removed from the c ket in which it 
had been transported and was placed on the a-topsy table, at 
which time the complete body was wrapped in a 3 h 3 et and the 
.head area contained an additional wrapping which was saturated 
with blood. Following the removal of the wrapping, it was 
ascertained that the President's clothing had been removed 
and it was also apparent that a tracheotomy had been performed, 
as well as _ surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of 
the skull. JU-1 personnel with, the e xception of medi cal 
O fficers _needed ^ in the taking d f^phot og r apha and X-Rays were 
requested to leave tne autopsy room and remAjh~i^^ 

. room . . — ~ — — r-4j — — 

Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision 
v.as made at 8:15 p.m. X-Rays of the brain area which were 
developed and returned to the autopsy room disclosed a path 
.of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the skull 
and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed 
along the. right side of the skull. The largest section bf 
this missile as portrayed by X-Ray appeared to be behind the 
right frontal sinus.- The next largest fragment . appeared to 
be at the rear of the skull at the Juncture of the skull bone. 


The Chief pathologist advised approximately 40 particles of 
disintegrated bullet and smudges indicated that tho projectile 
had fragmentized while pea sing through the skull region. 
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During the autopay inspection of the area cf the brain/ 
two fragments of metal were removed by Dr. HUMES, namely,^ 
one fragment measuring 7x2 millimeters, which was removed 
Irom the right aide of the brain. An additional fragment of 
metal measuring 1x3 millimeters was also removed from this 
area, both of which were placed in a glass Jar containing a 

me ^ a l top which were thereafter marked for identification 
following the signing of a proper receipt were ' transported 
by Bureau agents to the FBI Laboratory. 

iv ^ring the latter stages of this autopsy. Dr. HUM ES lo cated 
,- f\ n QPphin g w ili.ah.~a.pp e,are_d_ J lo_ be a^Jrull e,t_ h ole which waa SeT ov; ' 

and two inc hes t o the rlghVl)f^Tne^niIddIe~^li^" 
’Of; the . -spinal column, 

J? ls fP e ntng was ^robe^byJDr^Jfi JlvlES with th e finger, at which 
time it was determine^ that the trajectory of~~the" miscile 

tmr Ck'Ttl -r\rr 0 +* 4 - 'U -f r? lllia, U a ^ 1 J I __ j -> , . 


entering at tms pPTrfc had entered at a downward position of 
: J 2 _t o^m^deg r e e s . .Fu rther probing dete rmined that the distance 
travelled by this mis sile jwaa a snort distance Inasmuch as the 
- en ^ ^ the opening "could be fal t. wj thJtha finger . • 

Inasmuch as no complete bullet ox* any size could be located in 
the brain area and likewise no bullet could be located in the 
back or any other area of the body as determined by total 
X-Rays and inspection ^reyealing the.m_ was no point jDf 
Jjg% ? he lnd ivl^Iili^e?foraIng^e aut^Tw^rearT^oafl 
T^explaln why they could find no bullets. 

■% 

by Bureau agents to the Firearms Section of 
^ir Laboratory, at which time SA CHARLES L. KILLION advised 
that the Laboratory had received through Secret Service 
Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet which had reportedly been found 
on a stretcher In the emergency room of Parkland Hospital, 
Dallas, xexas . This stretcher had also contained a stethoscope 
and pair of rubber gloves. Agent JOHNSON had advised the 
Laboratory' that it had not been ascertained whether or not 
tnis was - stretcher which had been used to transport the 
O- 1 - president KENNEDY. Agent KILLION further described 
thin buliet a3 pertaining to a 6.5 millimeter rifle which 
would oe approximately a 25 caliber rifle and that thic bullet 
consisted of a copper alloy full Jacket. 

Immediately following receipt of this information, this was 
made available to Dr. HUMES who advised that in hiB opinion 
this accounted for no bullet being located which had entered 
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the back region and that since external cardiac massage? had 
been performed at Parkland Hospital , it was entirely possible 
that through such movement the bullet had worked its way 
back out of the point of entry and had fallen on the 
stretcher. 

Also during the latter stages of the autopsy , a 'pi ec ® 
skull measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters was brought, uo Dr. HUMES 
who was instructed chat this had been removed from the Presi- 
dent 1 3 skull . Immediately thid section of skull was X-Rayea, 
at which time it was determined by Dr. HUMES that one corner 
of this seem ion revealed minute metal particles and inspection 
of this ze e area disclosed a chipping of the top portion 
of this p_ece, both of which Indicated that th±3 hac been 
the point of exit Q f' t N ne bullet entering the skull -- -gion. 

Cn the basis of the latter two developments * Dr ^ HUM-- 3 
stated that the pattern was c lear jyiat_ -th.o : one ^ ^ 

• e ntered .t.h e~~FresIdent * si fracIT and had worked its way out of tha 
b ody during .ex ternal cardiac massage, „apd that a second hxgn 

t.y hni let" had entered the rear of the skul l and had 
fv^trmentizrtd prior to exit through the top oT~the skull. 

• Ee ra^MraiFclmchnmerous 

fractures In the cranial area which he attributed to the 
force generated by the Impact of the bullet in its passage 
through the brain area. He attributed the death of the President 

to a gunshot wound in the head . 

* 

Ihe f cl -owing is a complete listing of photographs and X-Rays 
taken by the medical, authorities of the President's body. 

They were turned over to Mi . ROY KBLLERMAN of the Secret 
Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however, 
the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undevelope • 

11 X-Rays " . 

22 4 x 5 color photographs 

18 4 x 5 black and white photographs 

1 roll of 120 film containing five exposures 

Mr. KELLERMAN stated these items could bo made available 
to the FBI upon request. The portion of the skull measuring 
10 x 6.5 centimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr. 

HUMES who stated that it also could be made available for 
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from 
the brain area were hand carried by SAs SIBBRT and 0 NEIII» 
to the FBI Laboratory immediately following the autopsy and 
were turned over to SA KURT FRAZIER* 
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Mr. GERALD A. BEHN, Special Agent In Charge, White 
House Detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at 
his office and advised that during the President's visit to 
the State of Texas, then Vice President JOHNSON would always 
arrive at the next city to be visited ahead of the President and 
would join the party awaiting the President's arrival. This 
was accomplished by the use of two Jets; Air Force > I, which' 
carried the President j and Air Force II, carrying ’the Vice 
President. On departing from a city. Air Force I would first 
take off followed by Air Force II which would thereafter pass 
Air Force I in flight, cruising at a faster speed, thU3 allowing 
the Vice President to arrive prior to the President and be with 
the greeting party. 

Mr. BEHN was questioned concerning the section of • 
the President's skull, which was brought to the National Navy 
Medical Center at Bethesda, Maryland after the autopsy was in 
progress. He advised that this section, which was measured, by 
the Doctor performing the autopsy as being 10 x 6.5 centimeters, 
was found in the Presidential car on the floor between the front 
and rear seats. He further related that two fragments; of bullets 
had also been found in this vehicle in the front of the car and 
that the windshield had bee^ cracked by the impact of one of 
these fragments. 

BEHN was likewise questioned concerning the location 
of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at' Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret 
Service to an Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 
delivery to the FBI Laboratory. He stated that on learning of 
such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a 
group of his Agents who had returned from the Dallas trip on 
the night of November 22, 1963 * and Secret Service Agent RICHARD 
JOHNSEN produced this bullet which had been handed to him by 
someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known 
whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher 
where the bullet was found. 


Washington, D.C. 
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SAs JAMES W. SIBERT & FRANCIS X. O'NEILL^ . , 11/27/63 
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Mr. BEHH advised that the undeveloped photographs 
and x-rays made during the course of the autopsy conducted at # 
the National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, are iry 
the custody of Mr. BOB BOUCK, Protective Research Section, :* 
United States Secret Service and could be made available to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on request. 
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